Running head:SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS ON CRIME RATE
SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS ON CRIME RATE			2









Social and Environmental Impacts on Crime Rate
Name
Institution
Date












Social and Environmental Impacts on Crime Rate
The rate at which social and environmental factors influence crime rates in a society is usually community-specific. These factors are numerous and diverse, depending on the different societies. One such factor is the unlimited access to firearms. Under the Second Amendment, the American Constitution advocates for the free ownership of firearms among the citizens (Siegel, 2012). Though the law aimed to give the citizens more power in self-defense, the ease of access to firearms in the U.S. is credited for the rise in the number of gun-related crimes. Though subsequent legislation, such as the 1993 Handgun Violence Prevention Act, has been passed to regulate the process and individuals who have access to firearms through background checks, gun-related crimes like murder have been on the rise (Ingilevich & Ivanov, 2018). Furthermore, statistics show that gun-related crimes are more prevalent in urban and metropolitan areas, where acquiring firearms is much more accessible through unconventional methods. 
Researchers also suggest that low employment opportunities also significantly influence the country's crime rates. Though globalization is attributed to an increase in production efficiency, it is also associated with the introduction of mechanization in the manufacturing and processing industries, which has led to the loss of employment for thousands of citizens (Siegel, 2012). The loss of jobs pushes individuals, especially the young generation, into unconventional ways of earning living, usually criminal activities. Additionally, globalization has led to an increase in disparity in income distribution. With access to international employees, most high-level organizations prefer employing internationally recognized individuals instead of tapping the local young talents (Tambari & Imoh-Ita, 2016). These preferences have left many young graduates unemployed, desperate, and vulnerable to luring gang membership. 
For decades, criminologists have associated socio-economic factors to crime rates in societies. The rule of thumb for this perception is the crime rate is high in low-income areas, while high-income areas are considerably associated with low crime rates (Siegel, 2012). Low-income neighborhoods are associated with high levels of expressive crimes, which are crimes committed out of frustration due to things such as poverty and poor living conditions. Other socio-economic factors that influence crime rates include the degree of economic development, transformations in the social structure, and the present-socio-political structures. According to Muketha et al. (2016), societies that undergo unpleasant changes in the social structure or feel oppressed by the current political regime tend to be more criminogenic. Furthermore, the development and adoption of preventive crime measures in such communities translate to a minimum reduction in crime rates.
Another factor of significant consideration is technological development. Though technological development is credited for increasing the efficiency of most processes world-wide, it has opened up new avenues for a new form of crime, high-tech crime (Siegel, 2012). The onset of advanced technology has brought new forms of crime, including phishing scams, identity theft, hacking, and identity theft. These high-tech crimes have cost individuals and organizations millions of money, which in most cases, are usually siphoned without the victims’ knowledge (Tambari & Imoh-Ita, 2016). High-tech crimes are closely related to the high number of unemployed youths who possess a high level of expertise in computers and systems.
Finally, statistics indicate that race is also a significant factor that influences crime rates. For example, in America, African Americans are associated with high rates of crime and subsequently constitute the highest rate of incarcerations (Siegel, 2012). Though researchers argue that there is a direct relationship between race and crime, most criminologists argue that numerous underlying factors such as system bias and racial profiling can be used to explain the high levels of criminal tendencies associated with this racial group (Siegel, 2012). 
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